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Thomas KruegerThomas KruegerThomas KruegerThomas Krueger         to: Jon Gulch 05/17/2012 05:56 PM

History: This message has been forwarded .

Jon,

Here's a summary of what I learned from Mr. Lowenstein:

Arthur Smith was the last surviving partner of H&A Realty. He died in March 2011. The liabilities of the 
partnership far outweighed any assets. Because Mr. Smith's estate had little value, it went through a 
summary administration where his widow received a small spousal share and the estate was closed  
without any other distributions. There was no trustee or executor and the probate case is closed. Mrs. 
Smith did not take and did not want any interest in the partnership or any of its assets and liabilities . 
Because she does not want to open the door to any potential claims from her husband's creditors, she 
cannot take even the limited step of agreeing to access for the property .

It appears that the "tenant" of the property, Joe Koren, now disclaims any property interest or right to  
provide access. Although he may have operated at the site, it does not appear that he has any property 
interest.  

Although the property has been essentially abandoned and unclaimed for some time , and Lucas County 
has taken initial steps for a tax foreclosure , the County has not completed that process. We believe it is in 
part because of uncertainty over who could/should receive notice. It is worth checking with the County to 
see where that process stands and whether the County may be in position to grant access for the cleanup  
work.

Tom Krueger

Jon Gulch 05/17/2012 10:15:26 AMCan you please contact the probate attorney for...

From: Jon Gulch/R5/USEPA/US
To: Thomas Krueger/R5/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 05/17/2012 10:15 AM
Subject: Re: 1672 Oakwood fire 5-16-2012

Can you please contact the probate attorney for Arther Smith or H&A Realty.  His name/number is:  Jacob 
Lowenstein at 419-536-5672.  Thanks.

Thomas Krueger

    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Thomas Krueger

    Sent: 05/17/2012 09:18 AM CDT

    To: Jon Gulch

    Subject: Re: 1672 Oakwood fire 5-16-2012

Thanks Jon. If the bank has foreclosed, they may also be able to provide access. You might want to ask 
the City for more information on that angle, too.

Tom

Jon Gulch 05/17/2012 09:08:29 AMI have calls into the probate attorney for H&A Re...

From: Jon Gulch/R5/USEPA/US
To: "Michelle Tucker" <MICHELLE.TUCKER@toledo.oh.gov>
Cc: "Joel Mazur" <JOEL.MAZUR@toledo.oh.gov>, "Tim Murphy" <tim.murphy@toledo.oh.gov>, Ann 



Whelan/R5/USEPA/US, "Tom Krueger" <krueger.thomas@epa.gov>
Date: 05/17/2012 09:08 AM
Subject: Re: 1672 Oakwood fire 5-16-2012

I have calls into the probate attorney for H&A Realty (both principals deceased).  Would it be possible for the City 

to give me access to put up a fence in the ROW (near the sidewalk) to prevent access to the site and protect from 

exposure to the chemicals present on-site?

  From: "Tucker, Michelle" [MICHELLE.TUCKER@toledo.oh.gov]

  Sent: 05/16/2012 04:34 PM AST

  To: Jon Gulch

  Cc: "Mazur, Joel" <JOEL.MAZUR@toledo.oh.gov>; "Murphy, Tim" <TIM.MURPHY@toledo.oh.gov>

  Subject: FW: 1672 Oakwood fire 5-16-2012

Jon,
        This is a request for assistance for an environmental assessment of the property  
located at 1672 Oakwood/1820 Clinton Streets in Toledo, Ohio.  The name of the 
business is B&R Custom Chrome Auto. A fire occurred at the facility this morning and 
several environmental issues have been identified .  Inspectors have identified several 
totes, asbestos, plating tanks, and drums within the facility.  The building structure has 
been compromised due to the fire and have exposed the materials inside . The owner is 
listed as H&A Realty Inc. C/O Arthur Smith. I recently determined that Mr. Smith is 
deceased and the property is in foreclosure .  However, a Mr. Joe Koren has identified 
himself as the owner of this property. His phone number is 419-536-7215.  Photos are 
attached for your review. Please contact me if you have questions. Thank you.
 
 
Michelle Hughes-Tucker
Industrial Waste Control Specialist
Emergency Response 
City of Toledo
Department of Public Utilities
Division of Environmental Services
348 South Erie Street
Toledo, Ohio 43604
419-936-3754-office
419-936-3959-fax
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From:    Lopez, Robert  
Sent:   Wednesday, May 16, 2012 4:15 PM
To:     Tucker, Michelle
Subject:        FW: 1672 Oakwood fire 5-16-2012
 

Joe Koren
419-536-7215
1672 Oakwood



B & R Custom Chrome
 
New location:
448 Dearborn
 
______________________________________________  
From:    Lopez, Robert  
Sent:   Wednesday, May 16, 2012 4:06 PM
To:     Tucker, Michelle
Subject:        1672 Oakwood fire 5-16-2012
 









  [Tucker, Michelle] 
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Bob Lopez, Senior Environmental Specialist
City of Toledo
Environmental Services Division
348 S. Erie Street
Toledo, Ohio  43604
phone: 419-936-3765
fax: 419-936-3959
email: Robert.Lopez@toledo.oh.gov
 
 



 


